UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES

Office of the United Nations Resident & Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia
Springette, Off Lower Kabete Road, lst left after Spring Valley Police Station, P.O. Box 28832, 00200, Nairobi,
Kenya
Tel. (25420) 4183640, 4183642/3/4; Fax (25420) 4183641

UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia expresses dismay over continuing injury and
death of civilians caught in Mogadishu conflict

[NAIROBI, 13 April 2010] The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for Somalia, Mr.
Mark Bowden, today expressed dismay over the continuing plight of Somali civilians in
Mogadishu, who remain the principal victims of the fighting in the capital. The Humanitarian
Coordinator reiterated the call for all parties to the conflict to comply with the requirements
clearly laid down in International Humanitarian Law to protect civilian populations against the
indiscriminate use of arms, particularly in densely populated areas.
In the most recent round of fighting yesterday, at least 19 have been killed and some 55
wounded. Shelling from insurgents has hit, in addition to their intended targets, the Huneyn
School for children and a United Nations compound, killing a guard and a day labourer.
Retaliatory shelling hit the market and residential areas. These are clear violations of the law of
war.
“I am deeply disturbed by the plight facing civilians in Mogadishu, who are caught amidst the
warring parties. This latest incident follows on the heels of one of the most injurious months for
Mogadishu residents,” said Mr. Bowden.
In the month of March, upwards of 900 civilians were wounded as a direct result of the conflict.
More than 100 of the injuries were children under the age of five. Additionally, over 30 civilians
were killed.
The UN estimates that some 100,000 people have been displaced from and within Mogadishu
since the beginning of the year.
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